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1. Diopo Montana Cuellar, Leral Adviser (Agesor Juridico) of the Foderacion 
Nacional de Petroleros (Fadepetrol) of Colombia, resigned his position with 
that orranization during the IV Petroleum Conference held in Borote in 
Jamary 1949. 


2, According to Jose Raquel Hercado, Secretary of the Syndicate of Maritine 
Terminal Worxers, who attonded the Petroleun Conferonce, Montana Cuellar's 
5X1 A2 soparation from the feceration was broupht about by the Pact that he had failed 
g to rive a true accounting (ef. for the full amount of funds roceived 
by him from the petroleun unions 0: enesuela. This money had been forwarded 
to him to be uged in the petroleum atrilce arainst the Tropical O11 Company 
dn Barrancabermeja in Aucust 1948. Mercado also atated that Montana Cuellar 
had been severely criticized for hie activities during this strike by the 
workers who claimed that he had abuse’? his position as the representative of 


the unions. 


3, Aurusto Duran Ospino, Secretary General of the Partido Conunista Obrero (FCO ~ 
Corrunist Workers Party), stated that Montana Cuellar'sa rotirenent fron 
Fedepatrol vould prove emborrassinr to the rival Partido Comunista de Colombia 
(PCC + Cormunist Party of Colombia) croup, inasmuch as the latter had publicly 
conpratulated him on 22 November 1948 on his successful handling of the 
potroleum strike, while at the same time the PCO had criticized his activities 
and objeoted to the placing of his picture in the offices of the Tropical O11 
Company workers! syndicate headquarters. 


4. Montana Cuellar's resicnation will leave him free to pursue his plan to enter 
the political field as candidate for Congress in the forthcoring June elections. 
This plan was confided by hin to gntinate friends in Decerer 1948, at which 
tine he indicate] that he would resim his position ss Lepal Adviser to 
Foedepotrel at the end of the year in ordor to stand for election. However, 
in January 1949 Montana Cuellar entered into nerotiations with the Shell 
Petroleum Company in an endeavor te extend the labor contract for an additional 
year (thus raking it a two-year jabor pact) aud acvieed nis friends that he 
had reconeidore) his previous statements and had decided to remain with 
Fedepetrol. 
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